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REVIEWS 



THE SCIENCE OF SPELLING 

In the race to attain a school practice based on data scientifically 
determined, spelling seems clearly to be in the lead. Rice began it, 
Ayers made remarkable progress, Jones, Cook, O'Shea, Pryor, Suzzallo, 
Home, and others have contributed, and Tidyman 1 has now made a 
summary with additions of his own which must gratify all who hope for a 
science of education. It is difficult to see how much that is of importance 
can be added to his exposition for a good while to come. 

The 178 pages of the book are thus distributed: to nine chapters 
dealing with the selecton and classification of words, testing words to 
determine their difficulty, the presentation of words, independent 
study by the pupils, the prevention and treatment of errors, testing, 
the measurement to spelling efficiency and factors affecting spelling 
efficiency, 144 pages; to spelling plans and a minimum word-list con- 
taining the words common to four or more of the six most extensive 
spelling investigations, 17 pages; to a classified and annotated bib- 
liography and to the index, the remaining 16 pages. The whole is 
well organized, well provided with headings, citations of authorities, 
and summaries. No reader certainly, unless wilfully obtuse, can fail 
to follow and grasp the ideas. 

In spite of the author's evident intention to compile a scholarly 
account according to present knowledge, he is never abstract or vaguely 
theoretical. On the contrary, practical suggestions abound. Such, 
for example, are his directions for preliminary testing on Friday of the 
difficulty of each of the words which the teacher purposes to teach 
during the following week. Even the author's chapter on the psycho- 
logical basis of spelling is direct, simple, and readable by those to whom 
the very word psychology is disquieting. 

Mr. Tidyman's useful monograph is not intended, however, to 
supply a universal spelling-book and a machine-made method of attack. 
He assumes, and rightly, that diagnosis will be necessary in the case 
of each class and of each individual. Methods must be varied also to 
meet the situation as it is found to exist. But he must be slow to strike 
fire indeed who will not find in the book inspiration and guidance suffi- 
cient to enable him to meet any ordinary difficulty that may arise. 

1 The Teaching of Spelling. By Wiixard F. Tidyman. Yonkers-on-Hudson: 
World Book Company, 1919, $0.90. 
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